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November 8, 

2012  

Dear Friends:  

Thank you for 

your strong 

support for 

passage of 

Measure 84 

to phase out 

the Oregon 
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Death Tax.  

We came 

close, but we 

did not 

prevail.  

The final 

tally, 

statewide, 

was 46.4% 

“yes” to 53.6% 

“no.”  A shift 

of 3.6% would 

have reversed 

the result.  

We won in 27 

of the 36 

counties, and 

we came very 



close in 

several 

others.  The 

biggest factor 

in our defeat 

was a $1.6 

million TV 

campaign, 

funded by the 

public 

employee 

unions.  Their 

TV ad 

completely 

distorted the 

meaning of 

our measure.  

Overall, the 



opposition 

outspent us 

by six to 

one.  

We had an 

incredible 

amount of 

grassroots 

support, 

which 

included the 

posting of 

400 field 

signs and 

nearly 5000 

lawn signs.  

More than 

10,000 



volunteers 

helped with 

petition 

circulation 

and with 

canvassing 

for this 

measure.  

This resource 

base remains 

in place.  

A close friend 

reminded me 

on Tuesday, 

before the 

tallies began, 

that this is 

the first time 



in decades 

that the 

Oregon estate 

tax has been 

turned into a 

significant 

political 

issue.  We 

now have 

allies all over 

the state, and 

this includes 

a strong base 

of legislators 

who 

supported 

our measure.  

We will build 



on this base 

for the 

future.  

Again, thank 

you for 

helping in 

this effort, 

and thank 

you for your 

vote.  We look 

forward to 

working with 

you to 

continue the 

fight.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin L. 



Mannix 
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