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Two "Blue States" Pass Estate Tax Reforms  

 

 

Since the year 2000, 35 states have taken action to eliminate their own estate or inheritance taxes.  In the past several 

weeks, two eastern states with Democratic legislatures and governors have moved at least half way in this direction. 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has approved legislation which will increase the deductions from the New York 

estate tax from the current level of $1 million to $5.25 million in 2017.  This larger deduction is a significant help to 

family-owned ranches, farms, and businesses.  It also should help reduce the number of New Yorkers who have been 

leaving the state in their retirement years because of the high estate tax in New York.  Similarly, Maryland Governor 

Martin O’Malley has approved an increase in Maryland’s estate tax exemption.  The exemptions will gradually increase so 

that, as of 2019, Maryland’s estate tax exemption will equal the federal exemption projected to be $5.9 million that year.  

This will benefit the same groups of citizens in Maryland as the New York legislation: hard-working people who have 

already paid their taxes all their lives and simply want to share what they have earned with their families. 

According to Kevin Mannix, President of Common Sense for Oregon, “It is significant that Maryland and New York 

previously had the same estate tax exemption as Oregon, which is $1 million.  Oregon is one of the few remaining states 

that has both an estate tax and a very low exemption level.” Mannix added: “Since 93% of the estate tax filings in Oregon 

are for estates below $5 million in value, our Oregon estate tax is especially tough on family-owned farms, ranches, and 

businesses. While we favor elimination of the Oregon estate tax, Oregon should at least adopt the higher federal exemption 

level.” 
 

 

 

Click Here for Common Sense For Oregon Website 
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