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Mannix Calls Upon Governor to Appoint 
Prosecutor for Portland Violence 

 

August 13, 2020, Salem, OR – Kevin Mannix, Salem attorney, former legislator, 

and President of Common Sense for Oregon, has called upon Governor Brown 

to assign the Oregon Attorney General to prosecute crimes in regard to violent 

protests in Portland. 

 

“We have a situation where the new District Attorney for Multnomah County, 

Mike Schmidt, has put up the white flag of surrender to violent protestors,” said 

Mannix. “He has specifically advertised, in advance, that his office will not 

prosecute a number of serious crimes related to protests in Portland.” 

 

“District Attorney Schmidt has essentially sent out an invitation to people to 

come to Portland to engage in lawless behavior, knowing in advance that they 

will not be prosecuted,” added Mannix. “The list of crimes which Schmidt will 

ignore is an incredible list to any common sense person: interference with a 

police officer; disorderly conduct; criminal trespass; escape in the third degree; 

harassment; and riot. The only opening Schmidt left in regard to riot is that he 

would prosecute riot if it is accompanied by a charge outside of the list of 
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forgiven lawlessness. So, I imagine the message is as follows, from Schmidt: 

“Hey, everybody, come to Portland and engage in riot. You can get away with it 

as long as you are not caught committing another crime!” 

 

District Attorney Schmidt also has restricted his office’s willingness to prosecute 

resisting arrest. In effect, he has set up a policy where he anticipates, in 

advance, that the arrest was improper. 

 

“What has happened is that we have a District Attorney who has determined in 

advance that he will not enforce the law. What is worse is that this sends a 

message to law enforcement everywhere that he does not plan to protect 

them,” said Mannix. 

 

In an Open Letter to the Governor, the Attorney General, the President of the 

Senate, the Speaker of the House, and all Members of the Legislature, Mannix 

has pointed out that the Governor has the authority to authorize the Attorney 

General to go into Multnomah County and prosecute crimes. This is covered by 

ORS 180.070 and ORS 180.080. The Governor can choose to authorize the 

Attorney General to parallel the District Attorney as to prosecuting crimes. The 

Governor can go further under ORS 180.080 to authorize the Attorney General 

to displace the District Attorney as to the prosecution of certain crimes. 

 

In addition, Mannix recommended that the leadership of the Legislative 

Assembly consider the passage of legislation during the next Special Session, 

to establish a Special Prosecutor to handle all of the crimes listed above for a 

year, in Multnomah County. 

 

“My goal here is to get to a situation where the law is actually enforced in 

Portland,” said Mannix. “I certainly want the leaders of the Legislature, the 

Governor, and the Attorney General to all understand that they own the 



 

situation in Portland. The Governor and the Attorney General have specific 

legal authority to take immediate action to stop the lawlessness which is 

occurring. For the longer term, the leadership of the Legislature has the 

capability to solve this problem. If they do not do so, they need to explain why 

they will stand by without acting to end a disgraceful failure to enforce the law.” 

 

Click here to read the text of the Mannix letter  

 

Click here for a list of crimes Schmidt will not prosecute, with a legal 
description of those crimes  
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