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The Gadsby’s Tavern Project:  

Restoring the Structure of Government in Oregon 

“All great change in America begins at the dinner table.” 

- President Ronald Reagan, January 11, 1989 

 

            When people ask us what the Gadsby’s Tavern Project is all about, we can 
sum it up with that quote above from President Ronald Reagan. The Gadsby’s 
Tavern Project is a chance for business and community leaders in Oregon to 
have dinner and share their ideas about where they believe the state is headed. 
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And since the summer of 2013, we’ve met with scores of leaders throughout the 
state. We’ve held meetings in Portland, Salem, Bend, Corvallis, Roseburg, Baker 
City, Ontario, Nyssa, and Hermiston, and we are not done yet. 

            The name of the project comes from the tavern located in Alexandria, 
Virginia, where important meetings were held between many historical, social, 
and political leaders. Some of the leaders included George Washington, John 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe. These leaders 
would gather at the tavern and discuss major issues of the day. The first federal 
constitution was celebrated at Gadsby’s Tavern on June 28, 1788. 

            Some of the open-ended discussions we have had include state power, 
federal-state relations, land use planning, the role of the legislature, the Oregon 
System (initiative, referendum and recall), taxes, the method of the selection of 
judges, and private property rights. The meeting is not a fundraiser. Instead, it’s 
a chance to break bread and share public policy ideas. 

            We are developing a list of ideas and concerns that have been discussed at 
these meetings. Over time, these ideas may serve as the basis of reform for 
Oregon government. For information about the Gadsby’s Tavern Project or to 
schedule a Gadsby’s Tavern session in your community, contact us at 503-480-
0523 or send an email to info@commonsensefororegon.org.  
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