
Re: School Resource Officers Keep Our Children Safe 
 
Dear Members of the Salem-Keizer School Board: 
 
You have been entrusted with leadership of this wonderful school district and you have been 
empowered to ensure that our children not only receive a quality education but are kept safe. In 
addition, our public schools have an opportunity to help the children in our schools develop a 
positive understanding of the role of law enforcement in our community.  
 
In addition, school resource officers are available to assist our schools in supervision, safety, and 
development of respect for the rule of law. They are the personification of all that is good in our 
law enforcement community. 
 
These and many other reasons, the Salem-Keizer School District has maintained school resource 
officers in our schools in cooperation with local law enforcement. The School Resource Officer 
Program has existed since 1968 with a two year break in the 1980s. 
 
Frankly, I am amazed that this successful program, with a tenure of 52 years in our public schools, 
is under attack. This attack is apparently based on a national narrative that has nothing to do with 
the real circumstances of school resource officers in our Salem Keizer Public Schools.  
Our school resource officers assist the school principals or their designees, as well as the school 
district, in developing plans and strategies to prevent or minimize dangerous situations that may 
occur on campus. These fine people serve as educators, informal counselors/mentors and enforcers 
of state and federal laws. School district rules or policies are left up to the administration of the 
schools. 
 
I ask those who attack the school resource officer program to point to true factual circumstances 
in our own public schools where school resource officers have failed to serve their purpose. I am 
not aware of any such circumstance.  
 
I ask this board to understand that there are students who attend school who are in daily fear. This 
fear can be generated from a variety of sources ranging from physical bullying to social media 
bullying to seclusion and isolation form peers. An officer can provide a sense of security for the 
student but can also be a resource to help prevent future incidents of bullying and other crimes. 
Having an officer on site gives student victims access to support and protection; such student 
victims might not otherwise seek out police assistance if the school resource officers were not on 
campus.  
 
There are many more things which can and should be written about our school resource officers. 
With the knowledge and relationships they develop with school administrators, students, and staff 
these officers are often able to seek out alternative means of changing behavior; this prevents the 
need for arrests, which can lead to juvenile or criminal records.  
 
I encourage the school board to ask each person who attacks the school resource officer program 
to identify one single, true incident within our own public schools which is so serious as to support 
elimination of this outstanding program. Absent evidence of dramatic failures in the program – 



and there is no such evidence – it would be harmful to our students to eliminate or reduce this 
program.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin L. Mannix 
President, Common Sense for Oregon 
President, Oregon Anti-Crime Alliance  


