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Tanning Bed Tax 

By Ross Day, Executive Director and General Counsel 

Now that national health care has been passed by the 

Congress and signed into law by the President, you may 

be wondering to yourself “How are the politicians 

planning on paying for this massive new government 

program?” 

That would be a good question. 

And if you are a frequent customer of tanning booths, you 

could probably provide the answer. 

While most provisions of the national health care bill do 

not take effect until the year 2014, one provision took 

effect almost immediately: the tax on tanning 

booths. Apparently there are enough people in the United 
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States who use tanning booths that this tax will pay for 

national health care for everyone. 

That is right: a Tanning Bed Tax. 

When I was in law school studying the federal tax code, 

one characteristic of the federal tax code became very 

clear: the Congress uses the tax code to dictate public 

policy. For instance, in order to encourage home 

ownership, Congress established a home mortgage interest 

deduction on our taxable income. The idea is that by 

allowing this tax deduction, more people would be 

inclined to purchase a home. 

Conversely, Congress tends to impose a tax on something 

in order to discourage its use. For instance, there is a 

substantial federal tax (which was recently increased by 

President Obama, himself a smoker) on tobacco 

products. Obviously, the point is to discourage the use of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products, presumably because 

of the negative health effects of tobacco use. 

Which leads me to the “tanning bed tax,” as I like to call 

it. One would presume, because Congress imposed a tax 

on the use of tanning beds, that Congress is trying to 

discourage the use of tanning beds because of the 

perceived negative health effects of fake-n-baking – i.e. 

skin cancer. 

Ok, I can understand that, until I start to think about 

something else that perhaps Congress forgot about: the 

Sun. 

In reality, laying out in the Sun is far more dangerous than 

laying in a tanning bed, given that tanning bed technology 

has evolved to the point where dangerous UV rays are 

kept at a minimum – the same cannot be said of the Sun. 

So by imposing a “tanning bed tax”, Congress is 

encouraging fake-n-bakers to get out of the safer tanning 

beds and moving out into the “less safe” Sun – where they 

would be more likely to get skin cancer. 

Thank goodness those folks now have all that free health 

care. 
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Tax Day Rally...In Case You Missed 

It! 

 

Ross Day and the Common Sense For Oregon team 

attended the April 15th Salem Capitol Tax Day Rally in 

support of responsible spending, less waste, and reduced 

taxes. Executive Director Ross Day gave a speech on the 

capitol steps, energizing the crowd and its supporters! 

Check out the article covering the event in The Oregonian! 

  
  

2007 State Street 

Salem, Oregon 97301 

info@commonsensefororegon.org 

503-480-0523 

Update My Profile - Unsubscribe - Privacy Policy 
 

 

http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2010/04/tax_government_protestors_rall.html
mailto:info@commonsensefororegon.org
http://www.commonsensefororegon.org/

