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The Importance of the Initiative System 

By Ross Day, Executive Director and General Counsel 

The other night I was watching Fox News as reports of the special election for the 

U.S. Senate seat in Massachusetts began pouring in to the news room.  Within an 

hour, with the results leaning strongly towards the Republican candidate, 

Democratic consultants began to appear on Fox News to offer their perceptions of 

the election, most notably what “meaning” the election may have nationally. 

The inference was whether the election would cause the federal government and 

state governments to change the course of public policy.  The most interesting 

answer came from an unlikely source.  Willie Brown, the former Speaker of the 

California Assembly and mayor of San Francisco, reminded the panel that 

California’s policy is set not only by the Assembly, but also by the people through 

the initiative and referendum. 

Brown’s point was this: in states like Oregon which have the initiative and 

referendum, state policy is always subject to the will of the voters.  That is, the 

initiative and referendum protect the citizens of these states by ensuring the will of 

the voters is what governs, not the will of politicians controlled by special 
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interests. 

That is why the initiative and referendum is so important in a state like 
Oregon, which is controlled by one political party and only a few well-
heeled special interests.  For Oregonians, the only protection from 
complete dominance by one political party is the initiative and referendum. 

Common Sense For Oregon is dedicated to protecting the right of the initiative and 

referendum established in the Oregon Constitution.  The initiative and referendum 

offer important protections from special interests who have their interests, not your 

interests, at heart.  We will continue to keep up the fight to protect YOUR 

initiative and referendum rights, so that your voice can always be heard. 

 
Windmills More Important Than Schools 

Oregon State Representative Matt Wingard (R-Wilsonville) exposed the state Legislature's spending 

priorities this week with his announcement that while raising $733 million in new permanent 

business taxes on vital Oregon small businesses, the state is subsidizing "green" projects with $336 

million in "pre-certified" energy tax credit giveaways. To learn more CLICK HERE. 

 

 HB 3638 Set To Curb Legislative Job-for-Vote Deals 

In the upcoming special session, Representative Bruce Hanna (R-Roseburg) is set 

to introduce House Bill 3638 which would put a serious damper on the practice of 

the Legislature's trading votes for government jobs and pay raises. Rep. Galizio 

and Senator Margaret Carter both played pivotal roles in voting for legislation the 

Governor wanted and were quickly rewarded with cushy Oregon government jobs. 

Rep. Hanna hopes by delaying the amount of time Legislators can claim new state 

positions it will bring some credibility back to the Assembly. To learn more 

CLICK HERE. 

 

  

Upcoming Events 

January 26th - Last Day to turn in your ballot Voting NO for the special election 

on Measures 66 & 67!!! 
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