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The Oregon Castle Doctrine: Protecting Your Family  

Prepared by Kevin Mannix, Connor Harrington and Joe Burns 

Every person in Oregon should be guaranteed the right to be secure in his/her home or 

business without having to retreat from any intruder.  The Oregon Castle Doctrine Act is 

based on the principle: your home is your castle.  You should be able to protect yourself 

against intruders.  If a criminal invades your home or business and you use any physical 

force to defend yourself or others with you, the Oregon Castle Doctrine presumes that your 

use of force was justified.  

Currently in Oregon, physical force capable of seriously injuring or causing death to an 

intruder is not justified if the intruder is criminally trespassing.  Such force is justified only 

if the intruder uses or is about to use deadly force or is committing a felony such as burglary 

or arson.  If any physical force is used against an intruder, the legal system then must 

determine whether that use of force was reasonable, and therefore justified.  

You should not need to inquire into an intruder’s purpose for invading your home or place 

of work in order to rightfully protect yourself, others, and your property.  Under the Oregon 

Castle Doctrine Act, if you use any form of physical force against an intruder you are 

presumed to have reasonably believed that the intruder was using or about to use unlawful 

deadly physical force.  That presumption protects Oregonians from civil or criminal liability 

after using force against an intruder in the home or work place. 

In addition, property owners should not be forced to defend themselves in court if a 

trespasser is injured on their property.  Under current Oregon laws, if a trespasser is injured 

on your property, you can be sued by the trespasser.  Under the Oregon Castle Doctrine Act, 

if an adult is trespassing on your property and is injured by some condition of the property, 

that trespasser will not have the right to sue you for his injury.  

The Oregon Castle Doctrine Act sends a clear message to trespassers:  if you decide to 

trespass, you do so at your own risk.  

The citizen initiative petition for the Oregon Castle Doctrine Act is in circulation to gain 

voter signatures by July, 2014.  It is now easier to support the Oregon Castle Doctrine Act 

by signing an e-petition which can be found by logging onto 

www.commonsensefororegon.org. 

We also welcome voters to help gather signatures for the Oregon Castle Doctrine Act on 

their own.  If you would like to help gather signatures for the initiative petition, please 

contact Common Sense For Oregon by calling (503)-480-0523, or by e-mail at: 

info@commonsensefororegon.org.   
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